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SECRET DAMASCUS 2290 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SY, US, EG 

SUBJECT: SADAT VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

REF: STATE 77289 

1 . AFTER HEARING SUMMARY OF SADAT VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON, ASAD SAID HE WAS TROUBLED 

OVER POINT SADAT HAD MADE ABOUT AN AMERICAN- 

ISRAELI SECURITY PACT. NOTING SADAT HAD URGED THIS BEFORE, 

ASAD ASKED IF THIS WAS AN EYGPTIAN OR AMERICAN 
INITIATIVE. REPLIED AS FAR AS I WAS AWARE, IT WAS SADAT’S 
IDEA AND THAT WE HAD DONE NOTHING TO ENCOURAGE HIM IN 
THIS FORMULATION. 

2. ASAD SAID THAT IT WAS PERHPAS PREMATURE FOR HIM TO DISCUSS 
THIS IDEA BUT HIS VIEW WAS THAT ANY SUCH PACT COULD BE 
MOST HARMFUL TO THE U.S., THE ARABS AND AREA PEACE. FOR 
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AMERICA TO GIVE SUCH A GUARANTEE TO ALL COUNTRIES IN THE 
AREA IS ONE THING. IT IS QUITE ANOTHER FOR THE U.S. TO 
ASSUME THE POSITION OF A PARTY FORMALLY COMMITTED TO 
ISRAELI SECURITY. THE ARABS WILL NEVER UNDERSTAND THIS AS 
A SIMPLE GUARANTEE. IT WILL BE SEEN AS HAVING AGRESSIVE INTENT; 

A MAJOR POWER LIKE THE U.S. CAN GUARANTEE MIDDLE EAST AGREEMENT 
BUT NOT A SINGLE COUNTRY. "SUPPOSE ISRAEL COMMITS 
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AN AGRESSION, WHAT WILL THE U.S. DO THEN?" INTER ALIA 
IT WOULD PUT THE U.S. IN THE SITUATION WHERE IT WOULD 
BE IMPOSSIBLE TO GUARANTEE THE BASIC PEACE AGREEMENT 
FOR ALL THE PARTIES. HE ASSUMED THE USG WAS WELL AWARE 
OF THIS BECAUSE HE HAD NEVER HEARD THIS CONCEPT FROM ANY 
AMERICAN. ISRAEL MIGHT SAY IT WANTED SUCH A PACT 
BUT IF U.S. AGREED TO IT THIS WOULD CAUSE SERIOUS 
REACTIONS. IF NOT IMMEDIATELY THEN IN THE FUTURE. HE 
PLANNED TO TELL SADAT THIS WAS A HARMFUL IDEA AND URGE 
HIM TO DROP IT. 

3. AS FAR AS THE OTHER POINTS IN REFTEL, ASAD SAID HE HAD 
MADE HIS POSITION CLEAR TO SECRETARY ABOUT BOUNDARIES, 

THE NATURE OF PEACE AND WITHDRAWAL. I NOTED THAT BOTH 
PRESIDENT CARTER AND THE SECRETARY HOPED THAT AS A RESULT 
OF DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN ASAD, SADAT, HUSSEIN, AND THE 
PALESTINIANS, NEW IDEAS WOULD BE GENERATED ON THE ISSUE 
OF PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION. HAD ANY AGREEMENT BEEN 
REACHED BETWEEN HIMSELF AND SADAT ON THE IDEA OF LINKAGE 
BETWEEN A PALESTINIAN ENTITY AND JORDAN? AS YET, ASAD 
REPLIED, THERE WAS NO AGREEMENT WITH CAIRO NOR HAD HE HAD 
ANY SERIOUS DISCUSSION WITH SADAT ON THIS POINT. IN EFFECT, HE HAD 
NEITHER AGREED NOR DISAGREED WITH SADAT ON THIS MATTER. 

HE UNDERSTOOD SADAT HAD DISCUSSED THIS IDEA WITH THE 
PALESTINIANS AND JORDAN AS HE HAD DONE WITH PRESIDENT 
CARTER. SADAT WANTS SOME KIND OF LINKAGE AND URGED THE PALES- 
TINIANS IN THEIR MEETING HELD AFTER THE PNC TO ISSUE WHAT 
HE DESCRIBED AS A DECLARATION OF "GOOD FAITH." ASAD 
UNDERSTOOD THE PALESTINIANS HAD REJECTED THIS IDEA. THE 
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PALESTINAISN DESIRED A DIALOGUE WITH JORDAN BUT ONLY 
TO RESTORE SOME NORMALCY TO THEIR RELATIONS, 

NOT A DIALOGUE POINTED TOWARDS A POLITICAL LINKAGE. 

4. ASAD SAID HE HAD NOT DISCUSSED THIS WITH ANYONE, EVEN 
WITH JORDAN. IN A PRESS STATEMENT HE HAD MADE, HE 
SUPPORTED RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN THE JORDANIANS AND THE 
PALESTINIANS BUT HAD REFUSED TO GO FURTHER THAN THIS. "AT 
ANY RATE, I WILL HAVE TO HAVE FURTHER DISCUSSIONS ABOUT 
THIS MATTER. I HAVE NO NEW IDEAS ON IT." 

5. COMMENT: 

IT MAY BE OF SOME INTEREST THAT IN ANSWER MY 

QUESTION, ASAD SAID HE HAD NOT YET HEARD ANYTHING DIRECTLY 

FROM SADAT ABOUT HIS WASHINGTON TALKS. 

MURPHY 
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